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When the 5lst Legislature's Pree Conference Committes on Départ= 





ental Appropriations voted to eliminate the requested appropriation 
for a state-wide library development program under the sponsorship of 
the Extension Division of the State Library, it eliminated also the 
position of Extension Director which had been a feature of the Library': 
stateewide sorvices since 1928. Texas thus becomes the first state in 
the nation to discontinue a service given in some measure by all the 
other 47 statese 


Under Texas law, the State Library is cherged with the following 
responsibilities: 


"It shall give advice to such persons as cone 
template the establishment of public libraries, 
in regard to such matters as the maintenance of 
public librarics, selection of books, catalog= 
ing and library management e e e shall conduct 
library institutes and encourage libraries, as-= 
certain the condition of all public libraries in 
this State and report thé results e e e (County) 
Libraries shall also be under the supervision of 
the State Librarian, who shall, from timo to time, 
either personally or by one of his assistants, 
visit the county free libraries and inquire into 
their condition, advising with the librarians and 
(Commissioners) court and rendoring such assistance 
in all matters as he may be able to givee" (from 
Articles 5435, 5436, 5441, and 1687, TeReCeSe,1925¢) 


‘The performance of these duties has been the responsibility of the 


Extension Director for the past twenty-one yearse There is no other 


position in the Library to which more than a small part of these duties 


can be transferred, nor is there any other present staff member who has 
the training and expcrience necessary to carry on this highly special- 


im ized worke 
ia 
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Mrse Robert He Wilson, the displaced Extension Director, joined 
Bathe State Library staff in April, 1947. She is a native of Temple, a 
graduate of the University of Texas, and holds a masters degree in 
ibrary sciencc from the University of Californiae She had had variod 
experience in Library extension work with the Louisiana State Library 
fand had taught library scicnce at TeSeC.We before coming to Austine 
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In her 24 years with the State Library, Mrse Wilson has brought 
new life and vigor into the Texas Library situation, and the following 


partial list of her activites will give some indication of the extent 
and nature of her work: 


Visited and assisted 34 county libraries in: = 


El Paso 








Hockley Harris Hutchinson 

Tom Green Waller Montgomery Tarrant 
Midland Upshur Fort Bend Denton 
Ector Bexar Brazoria Cooke 
Winkler McCulloch Galveston Grogg 
Potter Collingsworth Wharton Rusk 
Carson Dallas Wilson Jefferson 
Jim Hogg Travis Llano Howard 

Visited and assisted 17 public libraries - 
Austin Ennis Waco Corpus Christi 
San Antonio Hillsboro El Paso Laredo 
Houston Temple Fort Worth Galveston 
Dallas Paris Port Arthur Anarillo 
Abilcne Brownsville 

Advised many more by mail and telephones 

Helped in the establishment of new county librarics in - 
Fort Bend Montgomery Ward Val Verde 

Dimmit 
Assisted citizens, groups and county officials in making 
plans for proposed county librarics in ~ 

Grayson Blanco Taylor Yoakum 
Parker Boo Wood Dimmit 
Willacy Chambers Brewster Brooks 


Worked with the Texas Library Association's county divie 
sion, assisting with its five regional mcctings through talks to 
groups and special assistance to individualse Was leader in a 
three-day County Division workshope Cooperated with leaders of 
Texas Friends of Librarics throughout the Statce Assistcd Texas 
Home Demonstration Association and Texas Congress of Parents and 
Teachers in developing their reading programse Participated in 
numerous confcrences of organizations whose work and objectives 
are related to those of the State Librarye Helped build State 
Library colloction of books for loan to small librarios. 


In view of the action of the 5lst Legislature in climinating the 
position of Extension Director from the State Library's appropriation 
for the biennium ending August 31, 1951, the Texas Library and Histori-«- 
cal Commission has authorized the State Librarian to discontinue Exton-~ 
Sion activities until such timc as the position may bo rcinstated and 
funds made available for this phase of the Library's activities. 
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TEXAS STATE LIBRARY APPROPRIATIONS 





For the bicnniums cnding August 31, 











1947 1949 1951 
Main Library# § 69,768.00 $ 117,548.00 & 250,120.00 
State Archivos 13 5070200 19,220.00 31,600.00 
Iogislative Referenco 10,070.00 15,520.00 23 520400 
Extonsion Sorvice 4,000.00 5,760-00 --- 
# 96,808.00 $ 158,048.00 S 305,240.00 


*# Includes administration, state-wide loan and gencral reforencec, 
book scrvices to the blind, books, periodicals, binding, 
rcnovation and reorganization and general operating fundse 


It is not possible to transfor funds from ono division of the appropria- 
tion to another, nor to cxpend funds for purposes othor than thoso 
expressly provided for in the appropriation. 


TEXAS LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL COMMISSION 





The Commission mot on August 8, 1949, and clectod officors for the 
year cnding August 31, 1950. 


Officers and mombers are: 


Chairman: Mrse Herbert Gambroll, Dircctor, Dallas 
Historical Socicty, Fair Park, Dallas. 


Vice-Chairman: John Gould, P.O. Box 82, Wichita Falls. 

Secerctary; Dre Edmund Hcinsohn, 1406 Ethcridgc, Austine 
Miss Laura Aline Hobby, 3425 Shenandoah, Dalla 
Le We Komp, 214 Wostmoreland, Houstone 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE DEMONSTRATION BILL 








Work is still going on through the Washington office of AeLehe 
Additional sponsors of the Bill are being securcde Although schodules 
are too crowdcd in the House Education and Labor Committeo for a hcoar= 
ing on this Bill to be possible this summor, tho Chairman has assured 
supportors that thore will be a hcaring whon the Housco reconvencs in 
January 1950. Represcntative WINGATE H. LUCAS of Grapevine is our Toxas 
Congressman sorving on the House Education and Labor Committcosg ho will 


bo home for thc noxt fow wecks and we should scc him or write him whilc 
he is horce 


Writo to the Toxas Stato Library for full information on tho PUBLIc 
LIBRARY DEMONSTRi.TION BILL if you want to know moro about its provisions 
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TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEWS 





Now Officors for tho yoar 1949-1950 aro: 


President: Arthur M. Samploy, Diroctor of the Dopartment of 
Library Scionce and Diroctor of Librarics, North 
Toxas State Colloge, Dontone 

lst Vico-Presidents: Miss Mattio Ruth Mooro, Diroctor of School 
Library Division, Dopartmont of Education, Austine 

2nd Vice-Frosident: Mrs. Margarct J, Hoyal, Librarian, Tom 
Greon County Library, San Angelos 

Secretary: C. Lamar Wallis, Librarian, Rosenborg Library, 
Galvestone 

Treasurors Mrse Lynn Uhlor, Assistant Professor of Library 
Scicnco, Toxas State Colloge for Women, Dcontone 

Mcombor-ateLarges: Frcod Folmor, Associate Librarian, Univorsity 
of Toxas, Austine 


Exocutive Board mot in Austin, at tho Austin Public Library, on 
Scoptombcr lO0the Mccting place for the 1950 Statc meeting will be in 
cithor Houston or Galvestone The ycar's budget was adoptod. 


Under TeLeAe's District Committce, hoadod by Miss Mattio Ruth Moor: 
the State has been divided into soven goographical districts to mako 
casior certain library moctings and projocbse Sovcoral of those distric: 
arc having onceday moctings this falle District I librarians and fricn: 
will gathor in Jmarillo at tho Herring Hotol on Octobor 8th for discuss? 
of probloms common to school, collego, public, and othor librarics in t~ 
forty-four cour.tiocs of tho Panhandlo and the South Plainse District V 
librarians, in the countics surrounding Boaumont, Houston, 4nd Galvcostor 
announce a Library Gct-Togcther at tho now Rice Library in Houston, on 
Octobor 22, a meeting to foaturce library sight-scoing, group discussion: 
and luncheon at the new Shamrock Hotol. 


Mcanwhile the District Committcos are finishing work on a ccnsus 
of all library workers throughout tho State. Returns arc almost come 
plotc from five of the sovon districts, and cards for ono thousand 
librarians have boon reccived and filed in the Stato Librarye Duplicat« 
lists arc being kept by the sovon District Chairmen. Efforts will be 
madc to kecp thesc lists up to datc, and to mako many good uscs of them 


AMERIC.N LIBRLRY ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 





Aeleie is having a serics of regional mcctings this fall, instoad 
of a nationwide conforences Southwestorn States (Texas, Arizona, Now 
Moxico, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana) have thc scasons! final moct:- 
ing, from November 20 through Novomber 23, in Fort Worthe Aelefe offic« 
will bo installed at this gathcring. And a fino program is boing proe 
pared which should intorost all fricnds of librarics as wcll as lib- 
rarians themscolvese Blackstone Hotel is official hcadouarters.e 
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FINAL ISSUE OF TEXAS LIBRARIES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
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